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	Week 7
	III. The Church in History
	Assigned Readings from web

	
	
A. Classical Christianity (AD 100 - 600)
	

	
	

1. early controversies and the ecumenical creeds 
	Creed of Gregory of Neocaesarea (c. 250)

	
	

2. the canon and other writings
	The Ecumenical Creeds

	
	

3. theologians and apologists 
	

	
	

4. Constantine and established Christianity
	

	
	

5. idealism: Augustine, Neo-Platonism, and Pelagianism
	Canons of the Second Council of Orange (529)

	Week 8
	
B. Medieval Christianity (600-1500)
	

	
	

1. the “dark ages” and monasticism
	

	
	

2. the impact of the crusades
	

	
	

3. the Great Schism: Eastern and Western Christianity
	The Confession of Cyril Lucaris (1629)
The Confession of Dositheus (1672)

	
	

5. realism: Aquinas and scholasticism
	

	Week 9
	
C. The Reformation (1500-1750)
	

	
	

1. problems in the church
	Luther's 95 Theses (1517)

	
	

2. Martin Luther and the reaction
	Edict of Worms (1521)
Augsburg Confession, Articles 22-27

	
	

3. Calvin and the Anabaptists
	The Westminster Confession (1646) 

The Scot's Confession (1560)
The Schleitheim Confession (1527)

	
	

4. Anglicanism and the Reformation in England
	The Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion (1571)

	
	

4. Catholic counter-reformation
	

	
	

5. Arminius and John Wesley
	The Five Articles of the Remonstrants (1610)

What Is an Arminian?
The Character of a Methodist 

	Week 10
	
D. Modern Christianity and Modernity (1750-1980)
	Documents of Vatican II (below):

	
	

1. early scientific challenges: Copernicus and Galileo
	  On The People of God 

	
	

1. the Enlightenment and rationalism
	  The Blessed Virgin Mary

	
	

2. empiricism, positivism, and modernity
	 

	
	

3. liberalism and fundamentalism
	

	Oct 26
	EXAM 2: Unit 3
	

	Week 11
	
E. Christianity in Transition (1980-present)
	Ten Theological "Trick" Questions

	
	

1. “post-modernism”
	A World Parish and a Catholic Spirit 

	
	

2. world views, ancient and modern
	

	
	IV. Christianity in the 21st Century
	

	
	
A. Christianity Old and New
	Webber 39-92

	
	

1. asking the right questions
	

	
	

2. speaking the language of Canaan
	

	Week 12
	
B. Community and Relationship
	

	
	

1. salvation - responding to grace
	"TULIP" Calvinism Compared to Wesleyan Perspectives

	
	

2. holiness - living grace
	

	Week 13
	
C. Living the faith
	Webber 93-163

	
	

1. worship and community
	Word and Table: Reflections on a Theology of Worship

	
	

2. authentic piety
	Vat II: The Role of The Church in the Modern World

	
	

3. evangelism
	

	Week 14
	
D. Contemporary Issues: Belief and Authority
	Webber 164-204

	
	

1. denominationalism: does it matter? 
	Differences of Opinion Among Christians
A Catholic Spirit

	
	

2. biblical inerrancy and literalism
	Optional: The Modern Inerrancy Debate

	Week 15
	

3. pluralism and relativism
	Female Ministry; or, Woman's Right to Preach the Gospel

	
	

4. science and religion
	

	
	

5. dispensationalism and millennialism
	The “Rapture”: Truth or Speculation?
The Millennium

	
	

6. human freedom and predestination 
	Optional: God’s Foreknowledge, Predestination, and Human Freedom

	
	

7. social ethics
	The Barmen Declaration (1934)


